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Advent is here. It seems like it came 
earlier this year.  I checked. It did not. 

Most of the world did not wait for the 
Thanksgiving leftovers to cool down before 
they were already shopping, decorating, and 
stressing about the next major consumer 
celebration. While, across another time and 
place, a woman and her husband journeyed 
towards Bethlehem in expectation of God’s 
gift to the world. 

How different our world has become.  

Sunday, November 29
th
, we welcomed 

Hope on our Road to Bethlehem. It is the first 
of four destinations along the road. I realize 
many of us have seen our fair share of 
Advent seasons, why should this one be any 
different than the last? We have prepared our 

Continued on page 2... 

living spaces and our place of worship for the 
birth of our Savior, but have we prepared the 
source of our living and the center of our 
worship? 

I am not asking the question to make 
anyone feel bad or to suggest that traditions 
are keeping us from transformation. I simply 
ask the question to place things into 
perspective.  

I asked the congregation a question on 
Sunday. It was a simple question, which has 
sparked many conversations in only one day. 
The question is this, “Do you feel that you are 
in the same place this Advent as you were 
last Advent?” Many heads answered, “No, I 
am not in the same place this year as I was 
last year.” But, here is the most important 
follow up. “Do you feel closer to Christ this 
year?” I guess I could have asked it in other 
ways: Do you feel you have transformed 
since last year? Have you been making 
progress towards spiritual holiness?  On the 
topic of Righteousness (Right Relationships), 
How is your relationship with God, with 
yourself, with your neighbor, or with the 
environment? 

God has called us to care for God’s 

Advent and Our Mission 
by Pastor Rob McCoy 



Advent and Our Mission...continued 

Christmas Eve 
Worship 

December 24th, 7pm 
 

Join us for 
this wondrous event! 

 

Celebrate the joy 
of Christ’s birth! 

kingdom here on earth. How are you doing 
with that? 

As I watch the news, I see mountains. 
Mountains of hate. Mountains of despair. 
Mountains of doubt and of distrust. Mountains 
too tall to climb over and mountains too wide 
to walk around. But, during this time of 
Advent, on the Road to Bethlehem, we are 
taking the time to prepare for God’s gift in 
Jesus Christ. Jesus, who taught us to “Have 
faith in God. Truly I tell you, if you say to this 
mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the 
sea,’ and if you do not doubt in your heart, but 
believe that what you say will come to pass, it 
will be done for you. So I tell you, whatever 
you ask for in prayer, believe that you have 
received it, and it will be yours. Whenever you 
stand praying, forgive, if you have anything 
against anyone; so that your Father in heaven 
may also forgive you your trespasses.” 
Mark 11: 22-25 

We learned last month new steps to take 
along our journey, steps to help keep us on 
pace for God’s RACE.  Here are some guide 
posts we will explore, throughout Advent, for 
our next steps further down the road. 

Advent 1: Hope Is Coming: Reach 
out. Give me your hand and get back 
on track. Reach out. Give your hand 
to others who have lost sight of the 
path. 

Advent 2: Peace Be Still: The 
peace of Christ is not like anything of 
this world and yet it is everything. It 
is through this peace that we will 
begin to align our lives. 

Advent 3: Joy Will Return: Joy will 
not only return, joy will fill all of our 
empty spaces. Joy will continue to 
pour into our lives until it overflows in 
all we do and say. 

Advent 4: Love Wins: God ’s love 
for us is eternal. It cannot be shaken 
and it cannot be taken away. It was 
God’s to give to you and it becomes 
yours to give to the world. 

As I reflect on the last year, I pray that I 
am not the same person I was last Advent. I 
pray that I am closer to God and closer to 
spiritual perfection than I was last year. With 
equal prayer, as we begin to prepare for the 
coming of Jesus Christ, as we take the first 
steps on the road to Bethlehem, I pray that, 
when I arrive at the foot of the manger, I will 
be a new person. I pray that my life will have 
been changed by Hope, Peace, Joy, and 
Love. 

Come with me. Take my hand. Let’s go for 
a walk. 

Many blessings along the way! 

~ Pastor Rob 

Special Thank You 
“I just wanted to thank 
everyone for all the love, 
support and kindness shown to 
my family and myself during 
Ben’s illness and after his 
passing. We especially want to 
thank those who prepared and 
served the beautiful luncheon 
after the memorial service. Our 
special Thanks to Pastor Rob 
for his time, great love and 
kindness to Ben and the family. 
The memorial service he 
prepared for us was a 
wonderful tribute to Ben’s life.” 

~Barbara Boad 



From the cluttered desk 
of  your Lay Leader, 

Joyce Stratton… 
 

As Pastor Rob says, 
“There’s a lot going on in this church!” 

 
The RSVP, that’s the Retired Senior Volunteer Program, serving Lewis, Mason, & 

Thurston Counties, is looking for a few good buddies…reading buddies. Why? …because 
we need more caps & gowns! Care to make a difference in a child’s life? All it requires is 
about one hour per week. Children range in ages and abilities. More advanced students 
sometimes need a challenge. Want to learn more? Call Jennifer Thompson at 360-943-2773, 
ext. 21 or email jthompson@unitedway-thurston.org. 

Care to make a difference in the life of North Mason United Methodist Church? Women 
have traditionally been the backbone of the Methodist church. Women of all ages are invited 
to bring a salad and a dozen cookies to share at 11 a.m. on Dec 5. Breads & beverages will 
be provided. As we fellowship with good food & good company, may we consider where & 
how God is calling us to service…as individuals and as a community of women. 

Hope to see you there! 

Joyce  

NMUMC is sponsoring a collection of cell phones to 

provide deployed and returning troops cost-free methods 

to communicate with  families while serving in the United 

States military. Donate cell phones (with their chargers) 

and place in the  designated box. 

Around The Grounds 

As we watch our seasonal climate change along with our church year, we are finding our way to 
sharing the gift of stewardship for the land and buildings God has provided. 

The Trustees invite anyone with an interest in sharing their gift of service, to help with the ongoing 
needs of the church. Trustees have accepted specific areas of oversight in order to provide someone you 
can meet with to discuss how you can help. 

For instance, Ron Gregory has oversight of the exterior maintenance 
of our church building, while Todd Shields has oversight of the building 
interior systems. Then Ged Honsowetz has oversight of landscaping and 
the amazing labyrinth. 

There is more coming, so give it some thought and consider a gift of 
service for something that just feels good as a “Friend of the Trustees” 
or “Helping Hand” – service group for special events and needs. Signup 
sheets will be available in the lobby at church. 

mailto:jthompson@unitedway-thurston.org


North Mason UMC’s 
Family Thanksgiving Dinner 
Wednesday, November 25, 2015 
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Box Tops for Education! 
 

Barb Goodell’s school (Grapeview Elementary) has a friendly competition 
every year to see which class can collect the most “Box Tops.”  If anyone 
would like to save these for Barb, she would love to have them! 
 

Please see Barb for more details. 

Education Hour for Adults 
 

Each Sunday at 9 AM is Faithlink, a discussion on the intersections of faith and current 
events.  

Free Community Lunch 
 

The next Wednesday Free Community Lunch that will be hosted by NMUMC is on 
December 16th, from noon-1pm at the Belfair Community Baptist Church. If you 
would like to help in this community outreach program, call or talk to Judy Honsowetz or 
Lynn Coffman. 

Children’s Time 
 

Children’s Time is provided during worship for elementary school age children, after 
which childcare is available for all ages. 

Emergency Food Collection 
NMUMC donates to three groups in our area. The North Mason 
Food Bank, Community Food Pantry and the Coalition of Churches 
& Community. 

Thank you for helping those in need in our community! 

December Food Donation Information 

What an awesome congregation we have! Thank you all for 
bringing in all the food donations for both our church family baskets and for others in need. 

Shall we do it one more time? Christmas is around the corner, our families are in need, shall we 
work together and help make their Christmas special? To know that others care about them and 
take the time to help? I shall be putting up a "Tree" with lots of removable ornaments! Please 
check them out and see how you can help. We have all month to work and gather on this project! 
Let's see what we can do TOGETHER! We are God's children, each and every one of us! 

(Don't have time to shop? I will be happy to take your financial donation for the Christmas baskets 
and do the shopping for you!) 

~ Denise Snow, Food Donation Distributor 

“The Word” 
 

Do you have a different version of the bible than I do? Do you 
want to study and explore the upcoming scripture being read on 
Sunday? Do you like to be in friendly discussions as to the 
possible meaning of the scripture? Come join us! We are “The 

Word” discipleship group. We meet on Wednesdays at 6pm until around 7 to 7:30pm in the church 
library. We are having lots of fun and discussion on what the pastor wants us to read! Yes, we try to 
stay ahead of him! Come join us! All are welcome! 



Our Presence 

November 1 - 64 

November 8 - 72 

November 15 - 60 

November 22 - 59 

November 29 - 59 
 

Thank you for your presence 

Our Prayers 
 
Rachel Bearce, Nancy Herrera, Tina Falcon, 
Gary Carter, Barbara and Sandy (friends of 
Rachel Bearce), Michael Kann (Bobby 
Stratton’s brother-in-law), Susan Bonnel (friend 
of Jan Olmsted), Jim Thomas (friend of Bob & 
Betty Helm), Jennifer O’Keefe, Mike Williams 
(Gene & Linda Williams son), Juanita High, Laura 
Lee (Gerry Wasner’s youngest daughter), Dan 
Bearce, Al Aosved, Miguel (Barb & Ben Boad’s 
son-in-law), Peggy Hager, Rebecca Merhaut 
(Phyllis Merhaut’s daughter-in-law), and Leon Hart 
for healing and medical concerns 

Teresa Fleener’s son, Gaven Eier, severely 
wounded in the line of duty in Afghanistan, for 
emotional as well as physical recovery 

Our brothers and sisters around the globe mired in 
war and political violence 

In our membership vows we commit to faithfully participate in the congregation’s ministries 

through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our witness. 

Our Gifts 
 

The Finance Committee is pleased to report that 
our 2016 stewardship campaign was a great success 
– we have received pledges from our congregation 
totaling $96,980 for 2016. A BIG THANKS to 
everyone who has pledged! The Finance Committee 
is currently drafting a final 2016 budget that will be 
presented at the next Council Meeting on December 
17th for approval. 

Also, during December and January, the Finance 
Committee will be meeting to finalize our accounting 
records and wrap up 2015. The 2015 year-end 
contribution statements will be mailed in January, 
2016. Please remember to send your December 
pledges to us before the end of the year – that way 
you get to take your contribution off your 2015 tax 
return! 

As always, if you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact Sandy Shoemaker, Finance Chair, by 
email at: sshoemaker@wavecable.com. 

Happy Holidays & Blessings, 
From Your Finance Committee! 

Page 6 

Our Service 
Many thanks go out to our wonderful Trustees who 
work very hard keeping the church and grounds 
running smoothly. 
 
Thank you to Pastor Rob and everyone who worked 
so hard to make our NMUMC Family Thanksgiving 
Dinner a wonderful event! 

December Birthdays 
 2nd Andrea Simmons 

 5th Paul Stark 

 14th Tony Lasley 

 17th Jan Post 

 19th Franklin Forney 

 22nd Jan Olmsted 

 26th Heather Reese 

 28th Katie Ladner 

 29th Lynn Coffman 

December 
Anniversaries 
 8th Dan & Barb Goodell 

 27th Bob & Sharon Anderson 

 28th Michael & Vicki Barth 

mailto:sshoemaker@wavecable.com


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
7pm NA 

2 
6pm 
“The Word” 
D-Group 

3 
6pm ACA 

4 
7pm NA 

5 

6 
9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7 
 

8 
7pm NA 

9 
6pm 
“The Word” 
D-Group 

10 
 

6pm ACA 

11 
 
 
7pm NA 
 
 

12 
 

13 
9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 

 
 
 

 

14 
 

15 
5:30pm 
NMR BOD 
 

7pm NA 

16 
12pm Free 
Lunch @ BCBC 
hosted by 
NMUMC  
 

6pm 
“The Word” 
D-Group 

17 
2pm FIA BOD 
 

5pm 
Committee 
Meetings 
 

6:30pm Church 
Council 
 

6pm ACA 

18 
7pm NA 

19 
 
 

20 

9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 

3pm Sunday 
Supper @ Theler 
Center hosted by 
NMUMC 
 
 

 

21 
 

22 
7pm NA 

23 
6pm 
“The Word” 
D-Group 

24 
 

25 
7pm NA 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

26 

27 
9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 

28 
 

29 30 31   



'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they 

protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they 

perform for us  in our time of need.  Amen.' 

 

Jason Barth - Larry & Jean Bonzer’s grandson serving in 

Pensacola, FL 

Gaven Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson is out of the Marine and currently in DC working for the 

government. He has been admitted to Vasser and will be attending soon. 

Rob Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson in the reserves and back home struggling to find a career. 

Houston Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton ’s son in Field Artillery with the WA National Guard  

Hunter Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son stationed at JBLM  

James Meacham - Steve & DeeAnn Meacham ’s son in the Air Force stationed at Ft. Walton, FL. 

Aislinn Miner - Judy Mastick’s granddaughter in the Army returned from her 3rd deployment to Iraq/

Afganistan and is now stationed at Fort Irwin, CA 

 

We are located 1½ miles north of Belfair on Route 3                                                    

Office: 360-275-3714         Mon-Fri 9-3:30 PM                             

Mailing Address: PO Box 1197, Belfair WA 98528-1197                                

www.northmasonumc.org    office@northmasonumc.org                                        

Pastor: Rob McCoy  

  
 

 25140 NE State Route 3 

P. O. Box 1197 

Belfair,  WA  98528-1197 
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Newsletter 
NMUMC Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday - 10am - 4:30pm 


